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About me.. 

✤ ‘Connecting the Hunter’ coordinator with Hunter Homeless Connect Inc.
✤ My role involves facilitating a whole of community response to reducing Ho       
✤ I have worked with various organisations & campaigns on health, social an         
✤ Masters of Public Health student (University of Wollongong) 



What is the problem?   

✤ People who are currently experiencing, or are at risk of 
homelessness are far more vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change

✤ Climate change events make people more vulnerable to 
experiencing homelessness

✤ Without significant policy reform, climate change will only 
further increase and entrench social disadvantage 



Homes are our 
foundations 

✤ Good quality housing protects 
us from the extremes of heat 
and cold, storms, fire and flood. 

✤ Housing provides the 
opportunity to be part of a 
community and is an important 
social determinant of health. 



Homelessness in Australia 



Rough sleeping 

✤ Sleeping rough refers to anyone 
who is living on the streets, 
sleeping in parks, or squatting in 
derelict buildings for temporary 
shelter 

✤ Rough sleepers are very 
vulnerable to climate change 
weather related events (heat 
waves, floods, storms, air pollution 
etc.) 

✤ They also have less access to the 
medical, financial, social and 
material resources to cope 



Homelessness is more than rough 
sleeping.. 



Where are the rest of the homeless 
population?.. 



✤ People living in poor quality marginal housing such as 
caravans and roof cavities, in overcrowded dwellings 
or in their cars lack adequate insulation and heating 
and cooling options 

✤ The health impacts of extreme heat/dehydration/cold 
can be life threatening  

✤ People living on low incomes are also less able to pay 
for heating/cooling and energy efficiency measures



Inequality & climate 
change in Australia 

✤ Renee Blackman runs a remote 
health service in Queensland. 

✤ She describes elderly Aboriginal 
people with multiple health 
problems stuck in inadequate 
housing without air-conditioning 
during increasingly frequent 
extreme heatwaves, preventable 
hospitalisation from dehydration, 
and a suicide crisis, (Sweet cited 
Blackman 2019). 



Climate change 
destroys homes

✤ Just this week bushfires in 
Rappville, NSW have 
destroyed up to 30 homes

✤ Homelessness can happen 
quickly as a result of climate 
change related weather events 

✤ Climate change makes people 
more vulnerable to first time 
homelessness 



Australian Council of Social Services 
(ACOSS) recommendations; 

✤ Apply a social equity lens to climate change policies

✤ Campaign the federal government to invest in vulnerability 
mapping to identify the communities most at risk from 
climate change and support the development of local climate 
adaptation and resilience plans 

✤ Support specialist homelessness services (SHS) and other 
frontline support services to build resilience and develop 
natural disaster management plans for extreme weather 
events



✤ State and federal governments to invest in upgrading 
energy efficiency and production in all social and 
community housing

✤ Establish a fund to help low-income earners such as 
pensioners upgrade their homes’ energy efficiency

✤ Provide energy support programs for rural and remote 
Indigenous communities

✤ Establish mandatory energy-efficiency standards for 
all rental properties (Sweet cited Caught 2019).



Recommendations from the National Forum on Climate 
Change, Housing and Homelessness 
(Hanson et al. 2016)

✤ Provide more affordable social housing urgently 

✤ Establish government funded energy programs for low income earners 
to upgrade their homes’ energy efficiency and reduce energy bills

✤ Establish a systematic approach to poverty reduction, a key driver of 
homelessness 

✤ Provide heat/cold respite options in public spaces such as libraries, 
cinemas and shopping centres 

✤ Introduce a heatwave and homelessness programme 

https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/heatwaves-homelessness.pdf


✤ Improve access to cooling adaptations in extreme weather 

✤ Ensure a safe minimum national standard for thermal 
regulation in insulated buildings to protect people from heat 
related illnesses 

✤ Require that state governments monitor the quality of rental 
housing for thermal efficiency 

✤ Allow pets in homeless support and emergency shelters (to 
reduce barriers to access support services) 

✤ Involve people experiencing homelessness in co-design of 
strategic decisions to improve client focused services



What can we do 

✤ Hunter Homeless Connect Inc. are currently looking for new board 
members. Speak with me afterwards. 

✤ Join the Newcastle Poverty Action Alliance (NPAA) to continue this 
discussion. Find us on Facebook

✤ Become a member of ACOSS (Australian Council of Social Services)
and support the work they do on homelessness and climate change 

✤ Support campaigns that aim to reduce the drivers of homelessness 
(ie. raising the Newstart allowance)

https://www.acoss.org.au/climate/


Anti-poverty week Oct 13-19th 
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