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HUNTER CLIMATE SUMMIT: Friday 11 October 2019 

Wollotuka Institute, University of Newcastle, Callaghan. 

SCHEDULE 

Time Location NB: Opening circle, morning sessions & afternoon plenary if wet weather are in CT 
202: SEE MAP OVER 

7- 8.15am  Wollotuka 
servery & 
outdoors area 

BBQ breakfast & coffee van available.  

From 7am Wollotuka 
main area 

Registration 

From 8.15am Wollotuka 
Room SAS213 

All day Children’s Programme (opt in with Rego prior) 

8.30-9am Firepit  Welcome to country 

9-9.20am Circle – bring 
sunglasses & 
hat! 

Opening Remarks – Greg Mullins, Fmr Commissioner,  Fire & Rescue NSW, Founder: 
Emergency Leaders for Climate Action; Climate Councillor 

9.20-9.35am Circle Circle share 

9.35-10.05am Circle Keynote – Ann Porcino: Transformation Now: Ideas Into Action 

10.10-10.20 Wollotuka 
main hall 

Climate Science & Causes 101 – Heather Stevens 

10.20-10.40am Wollotuka 
main hall 

Specific climate risks to the Hunter: Siobhan Isherwood, Environmental Projects 
Coordinator, Hunter Councils, & Peter Brennan, Regional Program 
Manager Contaminated Land, Hunter Councils 

10.40--10.50:  Wollotuka 
main hall 

Questions  

10.50-11.20 Wollotuka 
main hall 

Morning tea & contributions to ideas, partnership & resolution walls (by 3pm) 

11.20-11.55am 

 

 

 

 

Outdoors at 
Wollotuka 

Panel:  

“3 things I most want you to know about what [my people] live every day, & if I had a 
magic wand I would fix climate change by…” 

A. Youth: School Strike For Climate – Manjot Kaur 

B. First Peoples – Suzanne Ross 

C: Health: Doctors for the Environment – Dr Virginia Reid 

D: Environment: Farmers for Climate Action – Dr Patrice Newell 

E: Workers: First Nations Workers Alliance – Dr Sharlene Leroy-Dyer  

F: Emergency Services: Fire & Rescue NSW – Retained Firefighter – Callen Newby. 

G: Faith communities: Rev. Robyn Fry 

H: Environment: Hunter Community Environment Centre – Jo Lynch 

11.55-12.55pm Wollotuka 
upstairs & 

Streams - 3 x 20 minute presentations in 3 spaces on each of the streams – climate 
risks to my sector & my solutions:  
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main hall & 
firepit 

Room 205 (40 pax) ISSUES - Stream 1: Youth (Harrison Callan), Aged (Robyn Blackwell). 
Education (Sam Russell) 

Room 206 (40 pax) ISSUES – Stream 2: Women (Kelly Hansen); LGBTIQ+ (Ivy Scur & the 
Queer Collective); Homelessness (Nissa) 

Firepit  ISSUES - Stream 3: Indigenous (Suzanne Ross & Dr Sharlene Leroy-Dyer) 

Room 123 A (20 pax)  ISSUES – Stream 4: Workers (Jenny Whittard), Media (Callan 
Lawrence), Refugees (Sister Di Santilben) 

Room 116 (20 pax) [or alternative SAS 213 – (6 pax)] 
SOLUTIONS – SOCIAL & ECONOMIC CHANGE - Stream 5: Ann Porcino (Australia 
reMADE and RPR Consulting), Erin Killion-Delcastillo & Dr Louisa Connors (MMT) 

Downstairs: SOLUTIONS – RENEWABLE ENERGY - Stream 6: Community Energy & Policy 
(Nicky Ison, Community Power Agency) & Large Scale RE  (Sam Mella, Pilbara Solar), 
BZE solutions, the NT vision and the Hunter (John Shiel and Ben Saxon, BZE). 

Room 207: SOLUTIONS – REVEGETATION & FORESTS – Stream 7: Dr Patrice Newell 
(Regenerative Agriculture), Revegetation Solutions (Frances O’Brien), Forests (Suzie 
Russell). 

12.55-1.55pm Wollotuka 
Main Hall 

LUNCH 

1.55-2.55pm Wollotuka 
Main Hall & 
Upstairs 

Tabletalks – 

Table 1: Room 205 (40 pax)  Hunter Renewal (Sophie Nichols), Hunter Business 
Chamber (Bob Hawes), Workers (TBC), MMT (Louisa Connors), Facilitator: Su Morley 

Table 2: Room 206 (40 pax)  Refugees (Niko Leka & Dr Kevin Sweeney), Disability (TBC), 
Faith (Robyn Fry), Facilitator: Teresa Brierley 

Table 3: Room 207 (40 pax)  Direct Action (Trent Sheather), Forests & the 
Pilliga/Organising (Susie Russell & Naomi Hodgson), Education (Sam Russell), Media 
(Callan Lawrence) Facilitator: Erin Killion 

Table 4: Room 123 A (20 pax)  Health (Dr Kathleen Wild) & LGBTQIA+ (Ivy Scurr & The 
Queer Collective); Indigenous (Suzanne Ross), Facilitator: Sharlene Leroy-Dyer 

Table 5: Downstairs ] 
Crime & climate change (Heather Stevens), Homelessness (Nissa Lee), Hunter 
Community Alliance (Gary Derkenne), Emergency Services (Callen Newby) F: Robyn 
Blackwell 

2.55-3.15 Wollotuka 
Main Hall 

Ann Porcino – Social Change 101: What makes big change happen? 

3.15-3.40pm Wollotuka 
Main Hall 

Climate Connections “speed dating” 1 

3.40-4.25pm Wollotuka 
Main Hall 

Working afternoon tea & Climate Connections “speed dating” 2 

4.25-5pm Wollotuka 
Main Hall 

Closing plenary & next steps – keeping the conversation going. 

After  Social, optional walk along Birabahn Cultural Trail (10 mins return) 
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