
Can we plant our way 
out of climate change?





The proposal

 Planting 0.9 billion ha of trees will limit warming to 1.5 degrees

 Rainforests are the ideal vegetation community for replanting

 Six countries could provide the necessary land:

1. Russia

2. United States

3. Canada

4. Australia

5. Brazil

6. China



https://www.crowtherlab.com/maps-2/

https://www.crowtherlab.com/maps-2/


Plant the trees!

 Good for biodiversity

 Good for physical and mental health

 Reduces energy costs

 Reduce salinity issues

 Reduce erosion/topsoil loss

 Large areas of trees result in more rainfall

 Simpler than other ‘solutions’

 Draws down carbon

 Silviculture potential



Don’t plant the trees!

Cost

Time

Huge systems changes

Likelihood of plant survival

Albedo reductions in boreal areas

Complexities of natural forests v monocultures

The earth is already greening

Assumptions in the analysis



Bonn Challenge

• Launched 2011

• 59 commitments to date

• 170.63 million ha pledged

• Mainly Global South countries

• Overcommitted in some places, undercommitted in others

http://www.bonnchallenge.org/

http://www.bonnchallenge.org/


Rewilding and revegetating

• Landcare

• Extinction Rebellion Rewilding Australia

• 20 Million Trees

• National Tree Day

• One Tree Planted

https://tree-nation.com/projects

https://tree-nation.com/projects
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