
YOUTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE
By Harrison Callen



Who are the YOUTH?

The United Nations (UN) say that the term YOUTH “is best understood 
as a period of transition from the dependence of childhood to 
adulthood’s independence”

When talking about climate change, YOUTH is the collective term for 
young people who fear that they will be the first to experience the 
direct effects of a warming planet. 



There is an overwhelming feeling that this cant 
wait https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/02-03-
2019/school-kids-are-going-on-strike-to-fight-
climate-change-how-will-schools-react/
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https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/15/18266559/
students-strike-for-climate-across-the-united-
states
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What is Ecoanxiety?

"Quite a lot of people are feeling fairly intense emotions in relation to 
climate change or their fear of future impacts," - Dr Susie Burke of the 
Australian Psychology Society (APS)

The APS has developed resources to help people manage ecoanxiety.



Greta Thunberg’s Speech to the UN

"This is all wrong. I shouldn't be up here. I should be back in school on 
the other side of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for 
hope. How dare you!

"You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. 
And yet I'm one of the lucky ones. People are suffering. People are 
dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning of a 
mass extinction, and all you can talk about is money and fairy tales of 
eternal economic growth. How dare you!



What might induce ecoanxiety?



CHORAL BLEACHING





Why are the youth worried about these events?

After interviewing some members of the youth community, some of 
the feelings are:
• Constant bad news, NO good news
• Emphasis on numbers rather than action, despite gravity of disasters
• If we “downed tools” now our planet would still be warming for 30 

years or so.
• Both left and right wing seem to have little or no policy change in 

response to these events of global concern. 



Politics, why are the youth worried?

The general consensus was that the last state and federal elections 
were not won on climate change, at all…

Again the “fairy tales of eternal economic growth” were enough to win 
seats.







Optimism
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